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SUBJECT: WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL 

1 . FOLLOWING IS TEXT OF MAY 17 WASHINGTON POST EDITORIAL 
ENTITLED "SQUEEZE ON CYPRUS:” 

2. BEGIN TEXT: THE SITUATION IN THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 
IS DISMAL. TURKEY'S FORCES CONTINUE TO OCCUPY A DISPROPOR- 
TIONATE SHARE OF CYPRUS, AND TURKEY'S POLITICIANS CONTINUE 
TO BLOCK NEGOTIATIONS THAT WOULD RESTORE THE UNITY OF THE 
ISLAND NATION AND MAKE POSSIBLE COEXISTENCE BETWEEN TURKISH 
AND GREEK CYPRIOTS. AT HOME TURKS INDULGE A CULTURAL IDEN- 
TITY CRISIS WHOSE PROLONGATION TAKES TURKEY EVEN FARTHER 
FROM ITS POST-WAR WESTERN ORIENTATION. MEANWHILE, THE UNI- 
TED STATES IS STILL LOCKED OUT OF TURKISH BASES THAT ARE 
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IMPORTANT TO THE DEFENSE OF THE WHOLE WESTERN ALLIANCE. THE 
GREEKS, MISTAKING FOR PARTIALITY THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION'S 
EFFORTS TO PLAY THE CAREFUL BROKER TOWARD TURKEY, SULK. THE 
POSSIBILITY OUT OF A LOCAL WAR BETWEEN THESE TWO NATO PART- 
NERS, ARISING FROM THEIR DISPUTE OVER DEMARCATION OF THE 
CONTINENTAL SHELF IN THE AEGEAN SEA, CANNOT BE RULED OUT. 
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3. THE CARTER ADMINISTRATION STARTED OUT ITS TERM WITH AS 
REASONABLE A PLAN AS CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE EASTERN MEDITER- 
RANEAN PERMIT. IT TRIED TOCONVINCE TURKS OF ITS GOOD 
FAITH BY AUTHORIZING NEW MILITARY SALES AND ACCEPTING IN 
PRINCIPLE THE ONE BILLION DOLLAR BASES AGREEMENT NEGOTIA- 
TED WITH ANKARA BY THE PREVIOUS ADMINISTRATION. AT THE 
SAME TIME, IT SOUGHT TO ACCUMULATE BARGAINING POWER BY 
CONDITIONING ITS SUBMISSION TO CONGRESS OF THE BASES AGREE- 
MENT ON TURKISH COMPROMISE ON CYPRUS. BUT CONGRESS, PLAY- 
ING ITS FAMILIAR SPOILER'S ROLE, UNDERCUT THE ADMINISTRA- 
TION. IN A POWER PLAY AS MISGUIDED AS IT WAS WELL INTEN- 
TIONED, ELEMENTS ACTING IN THE NAME OF GREECE - THOUGH 
PERHAPS NOT TO ITS ULTIMATE BENEFIT - THREATENED TO REMOVE 
MUCH OF THE ADMINISTRATION'S BARGAINING POWER WITH THE 
TURKS. THE ADMINISTRATION, IN AN UNBECOMING FAILURE OF 
NERVE, ACQUIESCED. 

4. SO THE FOCUS MOVES TO ANKARA, WHERE ELECTIONS ARE TO BE 
HELD ON JUNE 5. THE KEY QUESTION IS NOT WHETHER PRIME 
MINISTER DEMIREL OR EX-PRIME MINISTER ECEVIT WINS BUT 
WHETHER EITHER CAN SECURE THE ABSOLUTE MAJORITY THAT WOULD 
LET HIM RULE WITHOUT DEPENDENCE ON THE ANTI-WESTERN NATION- 
AL SALVATION POWER, WHICH WIELDS THE BALANCE OF POWER. AS 
RESENTFUL AS THEY ARE OF WHAT THEY SEE AS GROSS AMERICAN 
INSENSITIVITY, TURKISH POLITICIANS LIKE MR. DEMIREL AND MR. 
ECEVIT ARE NOT OBLIVIOUS TO TURKEY'S LONG-TERM ADVANTAGE IN 
DEVELOPING IN LEAGUE WITH THE WEST. EITHER ONE, WITH A 
MANDATE, COULD CONCEIVABLY MAKE THE SMALL GESTURES THAT 
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WOULD START TO BREAK THE CYPRUS DEADLOCK. MEANWHILE, WASH- 
INGTON STANDS READY TO MEDIATE THE TICKING AEGEAN DISPUTE. 
WITH A GREAT DEAL OF DIPLOMATIC SKILL AND LUCK, AND A 
LITTLE MORE RECOGNITION BY CONGRESS OF ITS RESPONSIBILI- 
TIES, THE SUMMER COULD BRING BETTER DAYS. ONE HESITATES TO 
CONTEMPLATE THE ALTERNATIVE. END TEXT. CHRISTOPHER 
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